
A Further Look at Generative AI Tools



How many AI tools are there to use?
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How many AI tools are there to use?

Beyond Chat GPT, Gemini, and Claude, the first three tools covered, there are a huge number of generative AI tools 
available to be used, and more are being developed all the time. Each tool has its own strengths and weaknesses, and it's 
important to find the ones that suit your needs best.

Which generative AI tools will we be exploring today?

Although there are a huge variety of tools you can use, the tools that we will be exploring today are:

Perplexity     

Explain Like I’m Five      

Microsoft Copilot        

These tools are all great at different things, as you will explore through this tutorial.  



Perplexity 
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To start, open up Perplexity on a separate tab. This will take you to a page like the one below.

1. Perplexity 

1.1  Perplexity for browser

As with other chatbots such as Chat GPT, you 
can ask Perplexity a variety of questions.

To start with, try asking something simple 
such as:

“Can you tell me three things that Nelson, 
New Zealand, is known for?” 

https://www.perplexity.ai/
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Perplexity is a great tool due to the complete answer that it gives. As shown, it provides sources right below the question, before 
going into the answer.
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On top of this, it also shows some images on the right of the 
answer, and gives the option to search videos. Perplexity can 
also generate images, but this is a feature that has to be paid for.

At the bottom of the answer, there are a number of other tools 
that you can use. We will go over these in detail later on, but a 
simple tool you can make use of is asking a follow up question. 

Perplexity provides some suggested follow up questions, but you 
can also ask your own. For example, you could ask:

As you can see, you will again receive an answer with more 
options for follow-up questions.

To go back to the main page, click on the Perplexity logo on the 
top left of the page.

“What should I do there if I enjoy swimming?”
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On the main page, you can narrow down the 
focus of your question by clicking on the “Focus” 
button beneath the search bar. This will bring up 
the following list of options:

This can be used to limit the search to certain areas. For 
example, click on the “Academic” focus, and search something 
such as “How does gravity work?”. This will search only 
academic papers, and can be useful if you are asking a question 
that you want to be answered from more reliable sources 
(although it is important to note that academic papers are not 
necessarily correct either). 
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As shown, the answer from perplexity when searching 
only academic papers can be reasonably high-level and 
difficult to understand. An example of a follow up 
question you could ask is to 
“Explain it like I am ten years old”.

Going back to the main page, change the focus back to 
“All”. Now, try a search for something like “Where 
should I travel in New Zealand?”. This should give you an 
answer like the following: 
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It is an okay answer, but it can be made better. Try using the 
rewrite button underneath the text. 
This should pop up with the following list: 

This is a list of different AI models that can be used to rewrite 
the answer. 

You can see that Chat GPT and Claude’s models are on the list, 
along with some others.

Most of them are only accessible through the paid version of 
Perplexity, but Copilot (not Microsoft Copilot, but Perplexity’s 
Copilot) can be used 5 times a day for free. 

Use Copilot to rewrite the answer by clicking on it. 
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Copilot is an Artificial Intelligence model, different from 
the normal Perplexity search, that will personalise your 
answer by asking you questions to clarify. It also provides a 
deeper search and will generate better answers. 

After asking a couple of questions to clarify the search, 
Perplexity will then create an answer more personalised to 
you, hopefully providing better results.
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1.2  Perplexity as a Browser Extension

Perplexity    , although available in a similar format to the 
previous AI models shown, can also be used as a Chrome (or 
other search engine such as Firefox) add on. After clicking on 
the link, you can add it to chrome with the button in the top 
right corner. It can be removed at any time through this same 
button.
Perplexity’s Chrome Extension

Once added to chrome, it should appear to the right of the 
search bar at the top, with its own logo. If not, click the puzzle 
piece symbol in the same area, and click the pin by Perplexity 
to pin it next to the search bar. At any point when you are using 
chrome, you can access perplexity through the logo next to the 
search bar.
Click on the puzzle piece if Perplexity does not appear on the bar

Now, open up an article such as this one from The Guardian 
about “the yips”.  
Once on the article, open up Perplexity by clicking on the icon. 
You should see a search bar in which you can enter prompts, 
with a button labelled focus beneath it. Before we get to that, 
one of the most useful tools on Perplexity is the “Summarize” 
button in the top right. By clicking this, you will get a summary of 
the article. Although it doesn’t always work perfectly, often you 
will receive a good summary. In the case of this article, you will 
see that it works reasonably well, shortening the long article to 
around 100 words concisely. 

https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/perplexity-ai-companion/hlgbcneanomplepojfcnclggenpcoldo
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At the bottom of the search bar, you will see an option to 
change the “Focus” of the search. 
Through this tool, you can either allow Perplexity to search only 
the page, the domain (website), or the whole internet. It 
automatically is set on searching the whole internet, so for the 
following questions about the article itself, you will have to 
change it to search the page only, by clicking on it and choosing 
“This Page”. 

The second half of the article talks about Joaquin Farias. 
You can enter into the prompt box questions such as “Who 
is Joaquin Farias?” and “Where did Joaquin Farias 
study?”. Both should give you answers taken only from 
that article. 

This is a great tool if you are just trying to find a specific 
piece of information from an article. Another example would 
be to ask “What is the battery life?” when reading a review 
for a phone or laptop. 
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This search works well even with people or concepts 
mentioned only in passing by the article. 
Eckart Altenmuller is only mentioned near the bottom of the 
article, with some information about him in the next two 
sentences, but a question about him works equally well, which 
you can try

As with the website version of Perplexity, you can ask it to 
explain concepts in a simpler way. If you ask the question 
“What is task-specific focal dystonia?”, searching across the 
page only, it will give you an answer directly from the text. If 
you change the search to “Explain task specific focal dystonia 
like I am five years old?”, Perplexity should change the answer 
into an easier to understand paragraph. You will probably 
notice that this feature is not as refined as some of the other AI 
models such as Chat GPT, or even Perplexity’s own website, but 
still works well enough to be useful. 
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Of course, if there is no information about a concept in the 
article, then asking a question about it and searching through 
only the article will not work. This article briefly mentions the 
Covid-19 lockdowns near the top, but does not explain them at 
all. Now, ask Perplexity “What were the Covid-19 
Lockdowns?” in a search across only this article. Although they 
are mentioned in the article, you should find that Perplexity 
cannot give you an answer for this question, as the search is 
only limited to the article, and the article does not explain 
Covid 19 lockdowns. However, if you change the search to “across the entire 

internet”, Perplexity will then give you a proper answer. 

The web search can be used to answer any question, 
regardless of how relevant it is to the page you are on – 
however, as with all AI models, care needs to be taken when 
reading the results, as they are not necessarily always true. 

The domain search can be useful in this regard, as if you 
know a website is likely to be trustworthy, allowing 
Perplexity to only search that domain can make sure the 
results are more likely to be accurate.



Explain Like I’m Five  
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2. Explain Like I’m Five  

Explain Like I’m Five does not need much explanation, as it is 
very similar to some of the  previous AI models shown and 
easy to use. The main benefit of this model is how easy it is to 
use, and the little effort required in getting a good explanation. 
However, it is only useful in explaining concepts, rather than 
the range of uses that the previous AI models had. 

On the main page, there should be a prompt box in the centre, 
with a toggle for sarcasm on the left-hand side. The most 
useful tool is below the prompt box, a tool that you can use to 
change how high-level the response is. 

The home page of Explain Like I’m Five:

https://explainlikeimfive.io/
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To start off, use a prompt such as “How do black holes work?” 

The AI should come back with a full explanation of the 
workings of black holes, including how they are formed.

By adjusting the complexity of the response to “dumb”, and 
asking Explain Like I’m Five the prompt again, you will get a 
slightly more in-depth answer.
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Another prompt you can use is “What is the main theme of 
Macbeth by Shakespeare?”. 

This again provides a very simplified explanation, of the main 
theme in Macbeth, which it recognises as ambition. However, 
as with all literature, there is not necessarily a definitive 
answer. Although many people may agree that ambition is the 
main theme, others may not - and Explain Like I’m Five does 
not mention those other viewpoints. It is important to exercise 
caution when using AI tools such as this and make sure there is 
no information omitted. 

Explain Like I’m Five can be a useful tool for getting simplified 
explanations, especially for topics that are well-known. 
However, it can still provide wrong information, as with all AI, 
and it is important to recognise this.
Finally, Explain Like I’m Five currently only allows three 
prompts a day with the free version.



Microsoft Copilot 
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3. Microsoft Copilot
Microsoft Copilot is another tool similar to Perplexity.
You can access it through this link, which will take you to the following page: 

Microsoft Copilot is a chatbot, similar to tools such as 
Perplexity and Chat GPT. For this reason, there is no 
need to go over the normal features, and how to talk 
to a chatbot - the section on Perplexity, and especially 
the previous stream that looked at Chat GPT, Gemini, 
and Claude, went over this. This section will instead 
show the special features of Microsoft Copilot.

https://copilot.microsoft.com/
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Start with entering a simple prompt such as “Why does a 
basketball bounce?”. You should find that while it generates an 
answer, it also provides links to sources that back up the 
information that it is providing. 

You can access these sources by clicking on the underlined 
section of the answer. This is similar to the feature on Gemini, 
but does not require you to click anything for these sources to 
be generated, unlike Gemini. Create a new chat by clicking 
“New topic”. One of the other things that makes Microsoft 
Copilot different is the ability to use different “GPTs” for free. 
Different GPTs are specialised in different tasks. For example, 
click on the vacation planner GPT in the top right.
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This is a GPT specifically designed to help with planning and 
booking travel. You could ask it a question such as “I am in 
Brisbane for a week, what are some things that I should do 
while I am there?”. As with all AI, the more detail you can give, 
the better the result will be. 

Copilot won’t book the trip for you, but it can help you find 
hotels, discover places to travel, and find attractions and things 
to do, among other things. It can be very useful as a quick way to 
find things to do in a new city, and will even find things suited to 
your budget or interest if you ask it to.

Again, create a new chat by clicking on the icon on the bottom 
left. To go back to the normal version of Copilot, click on it on the 
top right list of different GPTs. Currently, there are three 
other GPTs available for use - a designer for generating images, a 
cooking assistant, and a fitness trainer. These are all easy to use, 
in the same way that the travel plug-in was. 

Copilot is a great tool due to being a one-stop place for many 
different uses – it can generate images, write emails or reports, 
and will provide sources with any information it gives. You will 
likely find, though, that it isn’t as “creative” as Chat GPT, and is 
not as good for research as Perplexity. Despite this it is still useful 
as it is easy to use, is integrated into Bing search, and 
does a lot of things well. As with all AI, it is being improved often, 
so it may become even more useful in the future.At the bottom of the answer, there may also be a map with the 

attractions marked on it. 



Summary
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Summary

As with all AI tools, you will have found that each has its own strengths and weaknesses and 
you may have even decided that some of our conclusions are wrong – it is a good idea to make 
your own decisions on which AI suits you best.

AI is also constantly evolving, so each AI model may look very different in 6 months’ time, and it 
can be useful to check in every month to see what is changing in the space. 

Hopefully this tutorial helped you understand a little bit more about the available tools, but feel 
free to talk to any of our team if you had more questions.  
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